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XVI. An Account of an iliac Paflion, from
a Palfy of the large Inteftines 5 communi-
cated to Dr. De Caftro, F. R.§. Tranf-
lated from the Latin, by Tho. Stack M.D.
E R S.

Read Feb. 21 MERCHANT, aged feventy, who

1750 A had been accuftomed to hardfhips
from his infancy, was, for the laft fix years, very
{ubject to rheumatic pains; but, looking on his dif-
order as the effe® of old age, he rejected all medical
advice. In thefe circumftances it happened, that he
was fuddenly fet upon by a party of foldiers, who,with
fevere threatnings, turned him out of his houfe, and
took poffeflion of it : which fo terrified him, that he
was feized with a violent belly-ach; and his agony
fo overpower’d him, that he fell on the ground half-
dead ; and at the fame time he voided blood by the
ans. :

When his fright and grief for the lofs of his fub-
ftance were over, he return’d to his ufual way of
life, and was much fubjec to the gripes all the en-
fuing winter, which he took no care of. During
this time, he fuffer’d much from coftivenefs, till
March 1747, when he was feized with fevere pains
about the navel ; and tho’ he had clyfters of feveral
forts given him, not one of them could be made
to pafs. He was feverith and thirfty, with a white
moift tongue, and could not fleep. He was blopded
as much as he could well bear; and the blood did
not appear inflammatory. - He was treated with lax-
ative medicines, antiphlogiftic fomentations, and every
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thing, that could be thought proper, tojeafe the gnpe-
ings, and give a free paffage: but nothmg took ef-
fect for feven days together.

- On the eighth he began to break wind, retain the
clyfters, difcharge fome- little feces, and to fleep,
tho’ not quietly ; and, on the ninth, to make turbid
urine. But thefe pmmlﬁng appearances were but of
thort duration; for, on the eleventh, his belly was
fo bloated, that he feem’d tympamtxc and an dacute
pain, Whlch he had in the hypogaftric region, darted
up towards the midriff on the right fide: and now
the mucus of the inteftines came away with the clyf-
ters. He had bad {weats, and made foul urine,
without fediment.

On the 14th a confultition was held; and, as his
thirft and .fever were abated, and the medicines hi-
therto prefcribed for opening a paffage, and - taking
down the {welling of the belly, which feemed ready
to burft, had proved ineffectual, it was agreed to make
him fwallow fix ounces of crude quickfilver,” with
oil of fweet almonds, and fyrup of violets ; and, foon
after, to throw in feveral purging clyfters.

In nine hours a paffage was opened, and he voided.
much black liquid excrement, without the leaft grain
of quickfilver, tho’ very carefully fought for. A lit-
tle after that, he vomited much; and, in what he
threw up, there plainly appear’d excrements, and
globules of mercury. This was foon ‘follow’d' by
thirft, a little flow fever, very.troublefome gripings,
ne ﬂeep, red hxgh—colour d thick urine, in very fmall
quantxtles .breaking of wind without any eafe, vomit-
ing of every thing he took, great weaknefs, and- par-l
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tial fweats in the forehead and breaft. Under thefe
fymptoms he languifh’d to the twenticth day,and then
died.

"The appearances, upon difleGtion, were thefe : The
omentum was confumed ; but the colon was inflamed
in feveral places, and fo diftended with wind, that
it nearly filled the whole abdominal cavity.. Its liga-
ments or bands were fo thoroughly effaced, that there
was not the leaft fign of them remaining. In like
manner, the cazcum was {o vaftly ftretched, as to take
up- the whole capacity of the pelvis ; and that part
*of it, .which is touched by the thick gut, was gan-
grencd and perforated with a {fmall opening. Hav-
ing clear’d it of the excrements, there were no inter-
nal ruge at the infertion of the #/eum, nor any traces
of the valve of the colon, or of its braces, to be ob-
ferved.  For it was quite fmooth on the infide, as
well as the colan, by the deftruction of the cellules,
which it has in a natural ftate. The quickfilver was
dlfpcrfed all over the cavity of the abdomen, in fuch
quantities, that it was eafy to perceive, that none had
been difcharged by ftool. . Every thing elfe; . con-
tained within both the cavxtles, was in its natural
condition,
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